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"The Most Fun I've Had In A Long

Time!"

by Curt Nehring

- Sunny blue skies, puffy clouds, and
light breezes marked the start of the Second
Tri-Cities Challenge, a fun-fly competition
featuring thermal flyers from SULA (Soaring
Union of Los Angeles), EDSF (El Dorado
‘Silent Flyers), and this year's host club, the
Harbor Soaring Society. This event
developed into a dual meet as SULA was a
total no-show, neglecting to send any
representatives. SULA claimed that they
weren't informed, although the meet had
been highly publicized for several months!

Blessed with genuine ten minute atr,
the first round, two minute dead-reckoning,
went off without a hitch. To keep time |

- sang a short tune to myself, and other fliers
practiced various techniques similar to
Roger Lackey's famous "metronome." I'm
not sure what Bob Sliff used, but his score
read 1:59.58!

The second round was a tad tougher
since it was the timer's responsibility to
advise the pilot while the pilot kept his
back to the airplane. Polyhedral sailplanes
seemed to dominate this task although both

MEETING LOCATION

Lakes at Seabridge Condos. On Adams Ave. in Huntington
Beach. Turn right at the first traffic light heading East from
Beach Boulevard. You will need to check in at the gate. Tel!
the guard you are there for the HSS meeting. [f there are any
problems, call 969-1524

Norm Kutch and Manny Tau took a pretty
decent shot at it with straight-winged full-
house ships.

Although unannounced until the
pilots’ meeting, the last event would prove
to be the most challenging and entertaining
of the day. The task seemed too easy - the
“top guns" were almost cocky! The
requirement: land in a dry, inflated
children's wading pool. Right! Spectators
gathered semi-circle around the target as
pilot after pilot gave their best shots, which
usually meant they missed! Cordon
Ritschke, Sean Monahan, and Roger Lackey
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The Most Fun.... continued

nailed it - congrats! This event was marked
by chanting and loud, boisterous
commentaries by numerous self-appointed

line judges and an occasional bleacher type
"wave'.

But it was the impromptu 4th
round's cash prize that inspired Bob "Slam
Dunk" Sliff to plop his well-campaigned 3M
Gnome dead center for the big bucks -
about $20!

In the final results, Harbor topped
the team totals, with EDSF pulting up a
gallant effort to finish 2nd. SULA, by virtue
of their non-attendance and subsequent
zilcho scores, wins the infamous toilet seat,
by default!

The festivities were followed by
pizza and refreshments at a local pizza
parlor. A great time was had by all!

At a subsequent SC2 tournament,
Ross Thomas awarded the coveted Tri-
Cities toilet seat to the lone SULA-ite
present who reluctantly agreed to deliver
the infamous trophy to his ciub.

| want to thank everyone from HSS
and EDSF who participated, and of course
to Mike Aguirre for his capable leadership
and imagination as the CD.

APRIL MEETING MINUTES

The meeting started at 7:45PM with
Andy Sanders presiding. Robin Theron was
introduced by George Siposs; Robin has a
2M Gnome which he hopes to fly with the
club.

Frank Chasteler gave the treasurer's
report which was accepted as written.
Frank also passed out the club's 1993
membership rosters,

Nick Buzolich said that anyone
interested in the past two year's of RCSD
magazine can check out copies from him at
the meeting, or at the flying field.

Ross Thomas talked about the
upcoming Astro Flight contest which HSS is
hosting Memorial Day weekend. He urged
the club members to come out and help

out. The club is also hosling the SC2
tournament May 23, and club help
needed due to the expected heavy turnou.
A raffle will be held for the club members
helping out.

Roger Lackey gave an update on the
club hats. They will be blue corduroy with
the club logo on the front. A motion was
approved to authorize purchase of the hats.

Dave Nemecek talked about the
frequency problems and the political point
of view, as opposed to the RC pilots' views,
and the differences between the two. Ross
commented on the frequency issue as to its
origins, and the politicians need to hear
from the RC community.

The meeting closed at 8:15. The
guest speaker, Tim Renaud of Airtronics,
was introduced by Andy Sanders. Tim gave
a brief rundown on the frequency issue and
how it is being handled by the RC industry.

Airtronics is now in partnership with
Flite Lite to market composite glider kits.
The kits will be very complete with tc
hooks, bellcranks, strong wing rods, an.
pre-routed servo wiring channels. Wings
and stabs wili be presheeted with obechi,
and the kits will be produced to the same
Ilﬂgh standards as the rest of the Airtronics

tne.

The Legend will soon be offered
with a pre-sheeted foam wing, and a wing
and stab kit will be available for conversion
of built-up Legends. The new foam wing
will weigh about the same as the built-up
version.

Some of the new Airtronics gliders
and products were displayed by Tim.

Woody Grosvenor, Secretary
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.. QOPS, significant typo in last month's
HSS Newsletter: the 19th Astro Champs
will be held 29-30 May, Memorial Day
weekend, not on the dates printed last
month ...new planes at the field: Mike
Aguirre's Agnew Banshee 2M, Norm
Kutch and Nick Buzolich's 2M Tekoa
Shadows, Don Zink's Levoe-designed
Super V... BEWARE! Parking tickets have
been handed out at the field for parking at
the curb, blocking the school's fire
lanes!...CONGRATS to Steve Hendry for
finishing an superb 2nd under tough
flying conditions at Pasadena's March SC2
tournament... Steve clocked over ten
minutes in'a "man to man, last flier down
wins" flyoff with his RG-15 composite
original...anyone needing customized
Intermediate-leve! flight instruction,
contact Ross Thomas... For an excellent
two part series on vacuum bagging
composite wings, refer to Flving Models
magazine, February and March 1993
issues; written with Roger Chastain's
assistance, this series should be
mandatory reading for anyone even
thinking about building composite wings!

FOR SALE
- Harbor Soaring Society shirts and viny|
patches - contact Frank Chasteler at
{714} 545-2185
- Vision 85P installed into LJMP Cheetah

. with flaps, ailerons, new 600 mah RX

pack, complete, ready to fly, $625 OBO;
Sealy Pulsar, 95% constructed, wings
covered, fuselage ready to paint, $250.
Call Rich at 714 528-4984.

- Falcon 800, like new condition, with
integral wiring harness and carbon fiber
skegs, $350, call Ben at (714) 721-8848.
- Weston WACO Magic, 100% ready to
fly, 6 servos, JR X347 radio system,
$700. Bob Sealy Javelin flying wing,
ready to fly less equipment, $40. Call
Carl at (714) 537-8180.

- VOR-2500, 100" halian sailplane,
ready to fly. Includes two wing sets.
$80. Call George at 540-5452 (h).

- 2M (78" span) Sealy Lumina, glass fuse,
T-tail, NEW polyhedral wing with flaps.
Buyer needs to cut out flaps and cover
wing. Price includes a wing bag. $125 -
firm. LJMP Cheetah, ready to fly, less
RX, includes wing bag, $265. Gnome
2M ready to fly, less RX, includes wing
bag, $100. Gnome HLG, less radio,
ready to fly, $50. LJMP Pantera ready to
fiy, less RX, includes wing bag, $175. 2
Airtronics Vanguard radio systems, less
servos, includes TX bag, channels 28
and 56, each $125. NEW, never used:
5/16" wing rod, 8 3/4" long. Contact
Curt @ (714) 592-2105.

- Sealy Laser - kit new-in-box. For price,
call Mike at {310} 439-4173

- Modified Kincaid Scooter, with
Airtronics Module 75P radio system,
completely ready to fly, excellent
condition, $600. Call Ed Hawiey at

o 13 (714) 821-8768.

original Soartoon by
Curt Nehring; all 3
rights reserved
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Although the weather conditions were
persistently gusty, flying conditions for
the HSS April Monthly were excellent
when thermal activity moved through.
Throughout the morning, hundreds of
thermalling birds passed overhead in
giant thermals, an unusual and inspring
sight. Of course, giant thermals are
followed by giant sink, as many fliers
found out to their chagrin.

CD Bob Sliff ran a tight and
challenging format for the conditions.
The first round was a three minute’
precision, the second and third rounds
were four or 7 minute precision - pilot's
choice. The gusty conditions made
precision landings tough, and trying to
make decent flight times in sinking air
was, well, extremely challenging.

When the flying ceased, Roger Lackey
and Tom Vincent took first and third in
Two Meter with Falcon 600s, with Larry
White taking second with his Mesa Flier.
Tom Vincent used his Falcon 880 to win
Sportsman and moves to Advanced -
good showing Tom! Duane Gibbs
topped Advanced with his Falcon 880,
followed by Mike Aguirre and his Tekoa
Shadow. Don Edberg won Expert with
his Modi, with Roger Lackey and Ben
Clerx close behind with their original
Mako's.

Thanks to Dick Pantzar for mowing the
field, to Maxine Thomas for scoring, and
to the many club members who helped
out. Don't forget: in May, the May 16th
Monthly is for 2 Meter only, and Open
fliers should fly at the May 23rd SC2
tournament to have their scores count in
the yearly totals - details can be found
on page 11. All club members are
encouraged to support the May 23rd
SC2 tournament which HSS is hosting -
come out, help out, and fly! '

ALTERNATE PROGRAM IN VISION RADIO — Sang ...

Here is something | would like to share with Vision radio owners
which [ found out accidently. Since this was the first time for me
to own a computer radio, | played with it with great interest — a
few nights of staying up till the wes hours, experimenting with all
the. possible options in the menu. My finding relates to the
“alternate program"” and accass [evel zero. My finding doaes not

" concern anyone who doas not use the attenate program. The

sltemate program is a program moda that you can switch to
during flight either to axpariment with ditferent flying configurations
or just simply to change your flying characteristics depanding on
varying flying conditions, with out having to bring your plane down
and resnering the data.

So, after you are finally satisfiad with your main and alternate
programs, you would want {o set the access level to zaro to
protect your programs from accidental change. According 1o the
manual, zaro access level allows no setting in the prograr to be
changed. What ! ound out is that under the main program this is
true, but under the alternate program, zero access lavel protects
Main and Basic but DOES NOT PROTECT Surface, Mixing and
Preset. in other words, it you flipped your alternate switch to the

attarnate mode and set access lovel 10 zero, you wolld assurme
all surface, mixing and presst data in your alternate are
safe—guarded and that accordingly you could press any buttons to
go to different windows in the menu without worrying =hout
changing the data, In fact, you could eccidantly incre.
decrease valuas by pressing the wrong keys. At the least this
could be trouble, # not disaster for a novice Vision user like me —
sspecially since | tried to utilize the altsrnate mode during flight to
help set up my initial main program.

Note that when alternate and main programs are identical (same
aircraft number or name — version 3.0), then tha Zaro access
leve! will protact all data under ALTEANATE. Cf course, in this
case you don't have an alternate program because main and
alternate are the same.

| talked to one of the Vision radic pregram designers on this
mattar, He was not aware of it and his answer the next day, after
some checking, was that's the way # was designed. K your radio
functions difierantly from what | have described above, | would
appreciata your comments. :

from CASA Comments, the
newsletter of the Capital
Area Soaring Association,
Gus Peleuses, Editor




AIRTRONICS JOINS WITH
FLITE LITE

by Tim Renaud

Airtronics is  proud to make an
announcement that will have an exciting
impact on every R/C soaring and electric
enthusiast. Airtronics will be selling high
performance sailplanes and electric aircraft
by Flite Lite Composites. The combination
of Airtronics' tradition of quality and
engineering with Flite Lite's industry-leading
technology is exactly what members of the
soaring community have been seeking for
the last several years.

Obviously, a major shift like this one
cannot happen overnight. It will take some
time for the Airtronics touch to be applied
to the Flite Lite kits. In March, Airtronics
will begin answering customer requests for
product information and booking advance
orders for kits. Kits will not be available for
shipment untii April 15, so please be
patient. The improvements being made to
an already good kit line will make it worth
the wait.

Each kit will include an epoxy
fiberglass fuselage that will impress you
with its quality and light weight. A unique
wet seaming process eliminates the joining
tape usually found in fiberglass fuselages
and results in a lighter and stronger fuse.
Some fuselages will add kevlar or carbon
fiber reinforcements for greater strength
with minimal weight gain.

Complementing the fuselage will be
a set of pre-sheeted obechi foam wings and
stabs. That's right, the obechi veneer will
be epoxied to the white foam cores at the
factory. Spars, root ribs and joiner tubes
will be also installed before shipment.
Wings will include carbon fiber
reinforcement for straight trailing edges, and
glass or carbon fiber cloth where required
for strength and durability. As a finishing
touch the servo pockets and aileron and

flap hinge lines are machine routed to
further reduce building time.

Rounding out the package will be
all necessary hardware for the plane,
including control cables and linkages,
hinging tape, wing and stab joiners and
custom control horns. Detailed plans and
comprehensive wrilten instructions will
answer questions regarding assembly,
radio installation, electric motor and
batery combinations, and setting the plane
up for flight.

You'll find a complete listing of the
kits which will be available below. You
can order any of these premium quality
kits directly from Airtronics Specialty
Division, or your dealer can order one for
you from ASD. All product inquiries and
orders will be handled by Airtronics so
Flite Lite can concentrate on producing
airplanes in their brand new custom built
manufacturing facility. We accept Visa or
Mastercard, or you can have your order
sent COD at a slight additional cost.
We're excited about providing you with
the finest in electric and soaring
performance!

The following kits will be available
from Airtronics in mid-April. Please call
{800) 621-3072 to place an order or
obtain further information.

Faicon 880 112" $3021-3014

63 oz. $329.95

Falcon 800 100" $3021-3014
62 oz. $314.95 -
Falcon 600 78" S3021

42 oz. $249.95

Thermal Eagle 118" RC-15

65 oz. $399.95

Falcon 550E 80" E-387

40 oz. $249.95



THE MAKO!

The Mako is a competition sailplane
designed for precision duration and F3J
thermal contests, and which retains the
crisp - handling characteristics of an F3B
saitplane. This is the fourth version of a
design which dates back to 1987.
Construction of the third version, the
Dazzle, was too complex for most builders
(glass bagged with a $90 carbon fiber spar
system) and needed to be simplified. The
Mako's construction is similar to other
competition sailplanes and is intended for
the advanced to expert builder and pilot.

The primary design criteria was to easily
"max" thermal duration requirements and
cover plenty of ground searching for lift.
Handling should be responsive and
aerobatic - not only to fight off boredom
after "skying out" but to improve all-
important landing scores.

The flat wing with a triple tapered leading
edge has no tipstall tendencies and tracks
as if on rails during final approaches,
particularly in  gusty winds. Although
polyhedral tips or winglets make an aileron
equipped plane more stable and easier 1o
fly, they add drag and reduce
maneuverability. Advanced pilots don't
need these "training wheels"! The lack of
bent-up tips made it possible to increase
aileron area, roll response, and landing
accuracy - couple the flaps to ailerons via
computer radio for great aerobatics!

-

Two airfoils are available for the Mako.
The 507037 airfoil with a 10-11 oz/sc
wing loading produces outstanding flight
performance in the lightest lift conditions.

The RG15 airfoil, once thought of as
suitable only for F3B, thermals quite well at
lower wing loadings using camber control,
and has an excellent speed range. [ think
the choice of the SD7037 or the RG15
airfoils covers two of the best airfoils
available for thermal soaring.

With a fiberglass fuselage and obechi over
foam wing cores, construction s
straightforward and typical of current high-
tech sailplanes, but no high tech tools are
required. The obechi can be applied by
stacking on weights and pressing between
the core beds, or by using a vacuum
bagging system. Four wing mounted servos
operate flaps and ailerons, and two fuselage
mounted servos operate the rudder and
horizontal stab from within a slip-on nose
cone. The two piece wing, incorporating ~
puiltup spar reinforced with keviar ar.
carbon fiber, is joined with a hardened
steel rod. Foam core full flying stabs
sheeted with balsa or obechi and a builtup
rudder round out the Mako's construction.

Several prototype semi-kits have been
produced, available june 1993. The semi-
kits include a fiberglass fuselage, wing and
stab foam cores, hardware, kevlar, and
carbon fiber. Introductory price will be
$185, plus shipping.

1

oyt —>'{
14" T "

Ben Clerx
36 Seabrook Cove
Newport Beach, CA 92660

.

MAKQ Specifications:

Wing Span: 114.0 in. — 25 _"I"_ 28
Wing Arem: 948.0 sq.in.

Aspect Rarvio: 13.7 - .

Adrfoll: 7037 or RG-15 Wy 3%

Weighe:

Wing Loading:
Fuselage: Fibergiass/Kevlar

Wings:
Trpe:

Designed By: Ben Clerx 7/92

Z-

68 oz.
10.3 oz./sq.ft.

QObechi/Foam ¥ T
Precision Duratian

:
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Date/Location

5/1-2
Pasadena

5/1-2 La Jolla
5/2 San Diego
5/8 Carson
5/15-16

Calif. Valley

5/16 Costa Mesa HSS Monthly (2M only)

5/16 El Dorado
5/22 Cerritos
5/22 E| Dorado

5/23 Costa Mesa SC2 May Tournament

5/29-30

Costa Mesa 18th Astro Flight Champs

6/6 San Diego
6/12-13 Taft
6/19-20
Visalia

8/14-15 Carson

Note: for detailed information, contact the individuais listed. Not responsible for changes

ATEST USTIAGS

Event Point of Contact

12th Annual Rose Bowl

Soaring Festival R. Burns
intl Slope Races S. Condon
Merrifield 2M Contest A. Orona
SULA 2M/SULABird G. Boss
F3H Cross Country M. Hadley

F. Chasteler
EDSF Monthly - 2M G. Drought
Modelers' Sympo M. Taibi
EDSF Monthly - Elec.

R. Thomas

R. Thomas
Menard 2M 6th Annual P. Hoffman
TOSS Cross Country E. Weisman
North/South Challenge CVRC

Ist Annual Summer Soaring Festival
S. Addis

or cancellations. For any clarifications, contact Pete Young.

Curt Nehring; all rights

original Soartoon by
reserved

L METER- :
ENTRIES
PERE

818 812-0491
619 565-4361
619 571-0358
310 541-6296

805 922-5147
714 545-2185
310 867-8444
310 865-3220
714 638-0705
714 638-0705

619 276-6335
805 498-8878

209 733-3390

310 320-2708

'ch



SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA SOARING CLUBS | HARBOR SOARING SOCIETY MONTHLY CONTEST

|

RESULTS OF MARCH, 1993 CONTEST APRIL, 1893
OPEN DIVISION
[PLACE THARE. TELUE (CLASS TROrRY_ | [PLACE (NARME [CCEEE.
TIRECAT TR TST Ear TIELHEN iEAR T
2|LEVOE PEs _ |ZKoERY TEY EAP ZILACKEY ROGER _ [EAPEAT
RS I8 [EAFERY IR0 EAP I[CLERK N EXPERT
3 [PERRING EEE] CAESRT alaTk zaw o [BRAN L EAFE?
S [N RICK P85 EXPER ETH ENS T[SEMDRY STEVE _ |ERPERT
SLCY TG JENPERT S[PENTZAR D|cgcz_j5£ﬁr
TIGATIE L2 L POCLEEN [£]e] N JEAFERT
B{HGDRIGUEZ 55 =T S(FNK STEVE  [SAPERT
2 FOAGORD e EX WP E ARRY REEL
" ARKLE BY R EEEE TURNE  |SuvanCEwD
T [SAINMER TRLTLE “CRM EAPER.
Y ECHERG e LA ek EXPENT
[EIENLICTEN T3 ARATILD FANDY _{EXPERT
EICEEYE S IAGWFARE WTRE L. ANGED
TESESMAN IR SN ALVANLED
i poE ER FaANK_ [TAREAT
R NEELER EEL EEGCEEE
~ElL=CHEY = E R R TANC A
PO ARSI LL . LR JiM ZDWANCEDS
STIFSRLESS BE5 T [NE-AING pRLH ZOVANCID
At =il AN ' ' L] TR SLRRE GURDON [EXPERT
JZicenISMAN TTURE 1SrLRT SMAN CRON AL ERFERT i
2I{MOARTON S CHARD XA |TRD Ll VINGENT TN SECRTSMAN ¢
CI{EMITH 3 EVE iLe3s ! ] MARNY ACWANCED
T [ MacAENTE SCo "SFuE SANDERS PRI RLVANGE S
33T EEE] 53 ASERT LFE 208 EXFEART
TIRE A& HEE  {GruHi SMAR TURHAM TACK [eFEEY]
EIg:) NS5 |EAPEAT TUNGAN 3L ZXPERT
G el F5h  |EARERT 2[FGFE A08 GLEST
EHEETNET) TENDY L] APERY LZeT*RI<] FETE TR WANGEL L B2 ut
ER EEERITE L KX i T SMAN BLooLLA NI ELe R EEES
EART-hI] CRT REE] o]
§7|BUZOLICH LSk HSS  |SPCRTSMAN TWO-METER DIVISION
TRty RN pEEMNEEGELS
[FLECE [HAME
IO S0
NG LARKY
HLACE b FLTERS T AL IANRCENT TOM
TiFraa I EIEE] T =]
Z|H33 I EEER S[FARSONS LX)
3G ET TR BYOUNG PEVER
ETREES EIEEERE TICPASIELER  FRANA
TIECGE TT]_ 474 3 TITHEMAS RGSS
155 Bl FISUNCAN BiLL
TISEWE S TClAGUIRRE | MIKE
FINCE AFEEE] TIISUET
9[SCLA 7] 486 TZ[KUTCH NORW
IR 2| _ieiB4 . TN BUZOLICH NICK
B e [ 5] TR|FINK, FIEVE
T2ICUST B [l A HARDEIN PETE
HiS MAY MONTHLY
< €D Frank Chasteler
. TLOCATION: Fairview
AR ' P_ark, Cosla Mexa
i.\,‘;‘\ o DATE: Sunday, May 16
b 1 . ’ - _—
4"‘”- ithe Sunclay after Mathers'
Dayh

EVENTS: Two-Meler ONLY!

Open Hliers should

Hy at the 23 May SC2

fournament to accumulate

HSS Open points (or May!
FORMAT: Man-un-man, 7 minute/
Q00 flight points. 100

landing potnls maximum, 25'
standard graduated circle.

Four rounds minimum, fifth

round optional depending on

e, Andy Sanders and original
Viper - photo digitizing
courtesy of John Ostrowski
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- The Oldest Chartered
Soaring Club
in the

A.M.A.

~ e T = o’

Charter # 128

o
b J@P—'— —

MAY MEETING

DATE: Wednesday, May
5, 7:30PM

LOCATION: Clubhouse at
Lakes at Seabridge Condos.
Refer to instructions on

page 1.

SHOW AND TELL: Bring in
your latest projects!

GUEST SPEAKERS: CGreg
Chun and Manny Tau will
be displaying the latest
products from GRECO!

P.O. Box 1673
Costa Mesa, CA 92628

FIRST CLASS MAIL

ANDREW SANDERS
288 BUCKNELL RD.
COSTA MESA, CR




